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Are Police Spying on MD Citizens?

(Continued from page 3)
based Progressive Maryland,
which promotes liberal causes,
to Defend Life, a Washington
area anti-abortion coalition. e
organizations include immigrant
advocacy group CASA of Mary-
land, PeaceAction Montgomery,
Christian Peace Witness for Iraq,
the gay rights group Equality
Maryland and a coalition formed
to ght high electricity rates in
the Washington-Baltimore area.

As aresult of Julys disclosures,
Stephen H. Sachs, a former U.S.
attorney and former state attorney
general, was appointed to head
an independent review of state
police  intelligence-gathering.
Sachs and Gov. Martin O Malley
(D) are scheduled to release the

ndings today. Sachs is expected
to explain why o cers assigned
to the Division of Homeland Se-
curity and Intelligence in Itrated
organizational meetings, rallies
and e-mail group lists when Rob-
ert L. Ehrlich (R) was governor
and to comment on whether they
broke any laws. e state Senate
Judiciary Committee has sched-
uled a hearing on the spying for
Tuesday.

More than 100 grass-roots
groups contacted the ACLU out
of concern that their protests
have been targets. Two of the
groups learned that they were
under police surveillance, ACLU
0 cialssaid.

State police leaders have said
that death penalty opponents
were monitored in response to a
series of protests of a scheduled
execution and that undercover
work is an integral part of po-
lice intelligence-gathering. e
ACLU and other civil liberties
groups said the monitoring was
not warranted because the pro-
tests were nonviolent.

e police said they were spy-
ing because they were worried
about disruptive or violent anti-
death penalty protests, ACLU
sta attorney David Rocah said.

If that worry was the true mo-
tive, it could exist with respect
to any and all of the groups we
are ling for .... All of these are
pretty hot-button issues.

If police say they were not
tracking other groups, they
will still have some explaining
to do as to why they chose to
spy on some protesters and not
others, Rocah said. State police
spokesman Greg Shipley said the
agency will address the requests
and provide any information [the
ACLU] is entitled to under the
law.

ACLU o cialsalso said yester-
day that they are seeking a spon-
sor for state legislation to protect
the activities of nonviolent pro-
test groups from police surveil-
lance.

Children First, a Baltimore
group that has protested lead in

the citys drinking water, is one
of the organizations seeking in-
formation about possible surveil-
lance. Director Tyrone Powers, a
former FBI agent, said Baltimore
detectives visited his home be-
fore a rally outside school system
headquarters in 2003 and asked
him to call it o . He declined,
and the o cers told him that
they had a le on him, he said.

Jack Ames, a founder of De-
fend Life, said the arrest of 18
group members at a protest in
Harford County made him won-
der whether police were moni-
toring him. Loitering and disor-
derly conduct charges against the
members were later dropped by
the states attorneyso ce.

Rocah said ACLU found that
state police conducted surveil-
lance on a worker-owned Bal-
timore bookstore named Red
Emmas, which had not been the
site of a protest but which hosts
lectures on politics.

When the ACLU released 46
pages of documents in July on
surveillance of anti-death pen-
alty and antiwar groups, Red
Emmas workers looked back at
e-mails they had received from
one of the agents, who used the
alias Lucy Shoup. Shoup inquired
about a scheduled speech by Ber-
nardine Dohrn, a law professor
at Northwestern University and
former member of the radical
group Weather Underground.

Government-in-Waiting

(Continued from page 1)
form of a cello? Or of a loved
ones silhouette? And why not
give each of the twenty sec-
tions a different color? Then do
simple mental math with the
twenty sections. Choose just
one twentieth of the timeline,
i.e. one color, and note its insig-
nificance in relation to the total
length of the line.

...Only a small portion of
the time-line contains Euro-
pean imperialism and its
result: the United States. In
other words, the awful American
empire only takes up one twen-
tieth of the known human story
here.

If | project this time-line into
the future, | envision contain-
ing Washingtons violent global
influence to our time period.
And recreating a 21% century
commons can once again be a
long term set-up.

... I am not being all rosy
about this. It is not helpful to
take a bland, New Age ecology-
only approach to this task.
There are also painful and more
complex tales waiting impa-
tiently in the wings  tales
waiting first for emergence and
then for transformation into
useful mythologies. Less savory
stories about oppression and

race, privilege and poverty,
gender, genocide and greed
these, too, desperately need to
see the light of day. Some state
governments 2007 legislation
apologizing for slavery is a step
in the right direction.

... But private citizen actions
are needed too. As Bill Fletcher
said, writers and artists can help
with this job. Education nomi-
nee Howard Zinns amazing
little book Artists in Times of
War is full of ideas about citi-
zens whose brave actions need
amplifying, and how that might
be done. And Edward P. Jones
fiction The Known World is an
example of how the awkward
past can be revealed; it is elegant
and heartbreaking, but also
informative about nineteenth
century Virginia.

... Media outlets also have
a responsibility to tell our con-
tinents most important news,
as Immigration Department
nominee Baldemar Velasquez
noted in his Conversation. The
ongoing development of pro-
gressive media in our time is a
grand thing.

... Finally, location matters.
The one-size-fits-all traditional
American patriotism stretch-
ing from coast to coast doesnt
always work for 21% century
hopes, crises and sensibilities.

The buried past in relation
to place continues to have a
profoundly destructive influ-
ence on us each day. There may
not be only one or two or even
three useful master narratives
out there for all Americans
anymore. But there are many
narratives-in-waiting across this
continent.

... We are up to the task
of transforming significant
old stories into the words,
sights, sounds and actions we
each crave. And with the most
powerful ancestral tales gently
revealed, honored, and retold
in useful ways, Americans may
yet muster the moral strength to
create the government we need.

This essay is dedicated to the
memory of my American Stud-
ies professor and labor historian,
Roy Rosenzweig, who taught me
many years ago that the most
important voices from the past
are often the quiet ones.

Diane Wittner is director of
Chesapeake Citizens Unravel-
ing Empire and Creating Com-
munity from Within: www.
chesapeakecitizens.org. To
learn more about the Backbone
Campaign’s Progressive Cabinet
project, visit www.progressive-
cabinet.org.

Tyla Matteson Honored

(Continued from page 1)
-mental organizations and
communities,

Tyla enjoys a legendary repu-
tation for her untiring hard
work, perseverance, tenacity,
and a 24/7 commitment to
protecting and preserving the
state and regions natural envi-
ronment. She ranks foremost
among the Virginia Chapters
consummate and thoroughly
committed leaders ( the Best of
the Best! ) whose two decades
of work in Virginia and the
region has improved all our
lives, both directly and through
example.

Tyla has been a Sierra Club
member since 1985. During
that 23-year period, she has
compiled an extraordinary
record of volunteer leadership
in the Virginia Chapter and its
York River Group.

e chapter leadership
positions which she has held

include chair, executive com-
mittee member, chair of three
active committees and a mem-
ber of ve additional func-
tioning committees. She also
served as a chapter delegate
and alternate delegate to the
Appalachian Regions Conser-
vation Committee.

Tylas group leadership po-
sitions include chair, executive
committee member, newslet-
ter editor, chair of four active
committees and a member of
four additional committees.
Her other positions and mem-
berships included Virginia
Chapter representative to the
Council of Club Leaders and
member of the National Ballot
Review Committee.

Comments from Tyla
| appreciate very much being
recognized with a national Si-
erra Club award for my years of
service. It is an honor and also
a humbling feeling not only to

receive the award, but to receive
the warm wishes of so many of
you who have sent their con-
gratulations.

I have enjoyed the excitement
and the volunteer time that
goes along with our Sierra Club
actions. We are now in our 13"
year of the long ght to Save the
Mattaponi River, and although
the ght continues, as long as
we never quit, we stand a chance
to win in the end.

e same belief goes for our
other campaigns: stopping the
Wise County power plant, ad-
dressing global warming with
Cool Community committees
and electing and working with
legislators who place environ-
mental stewardship high on
their list.

I cant think of anything else
I would rather be doing than
being with like-minded Sierra
Club friends, working to pro-
tect our natural heritage.
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Mad Woodsman’s Manifesto

(Continued from page 1) with an
emphasis on family and community
dependency. Massive, dishonest, and
often violent manipulations of the cost
and availability of energy, coupled with
the multifaceted terrorism of war and
looming environmental catastrophe
serve to maintain the demoralized
apathy of dependency that keeps the
masses viewing their political leaders as
abused children look at their parents:
with a weird mixture of awe, love, and
fear so intense that it blocks them from
realizing the pathetic miscreants ought
to be caged and medicated.

Article III: Unloved work is the
great, unacknowledged problem of the
Industrial Age. The entrapment of most
people (even the relatively affluent) in
lives of labor they do not and cannot
love is an essential component in the
pervasive atmosphere of apathy and
defeatism which nurtures the passiv-
ity requisite to maintain our collective
willingness to tolerate false and need-
less wars, environmental degradation,
and the steady erosion of basic civil
rights. What, in a village or on a small
farm, would have once been called a

work ethic has devolved into an ethic
of drudgery. This process has been
reflected and supported by a parallel
devolution of education into vocational
training.

Article IV:
There are too
damned many
people. Pollution
is, among other
things, a symp-
tom of overpop-
ulation. Political
leaders have not
taken mean-
ingful steps to
limit population
growth because
they do not want
to. A steady sup-
ply of the young
and poor flow-
ing forth from a
large, frightened,
apathetic working class is necessary
fodder for cannons, meaningless and/or
dangerous work, votes easily purchased
with shallow, cynical lies and the con-
stantly-expanding markets that fuel the
constantly-expanding fortunes of the
rich. There is no reason disconnected
from the greed of the rich and power-
ful that the world should have a human
population larger than three billion.

Article V: No one has ever cornered
the market on salvation or enlighten-
ment. Neither dogma, nor scripture are
necessary prerequisites for a profound,
life-enhancing spirituality. Incantations,
rituals and ceremonies can alter only
the consciousness of the practitioner,
not tangible realities, laws of probabil-
ity, causal relationships, or, on a moral
level, responsibility for ones actions.
Magic doesnt work. To err is natural.
To forgive is human. There is no for-
giveness in nature.

Faith exists as a dynamic equilibrium
between belief and doubt. As such, faith
cannot serve as a vehicle of fanaticism.
Fanaticism is based on a static state of
certainty. In spiritual matters, certainty
is always false and often dangerous.
People do not kill others as an act of
faith; they kill as an act of certainty.

While in the intimate, communal
environment of a tribe or small, uni-
fied community, spirituality tends to
impose healthy restraints on leader-
ships inherent susceptibility to egotism
and greed. When the scale of a society
expands beyond the realm of direct
interaction among virtually all mem-
bers, the restraints of spirituality must
be replaced with a constitution. When
religion allies itself with political power
and wealth, it inevitably becomes an
instrument of oppression.

Article VI: There is no inherent
mystical or moral value in the shapes
of flesh anyone is hormonally and/
or aesthetically drawn to consensu-
ally play with. When a politician tells
you your marriage is threatened by the
gay couple who lives down the street,
the underlying message is that the
politician believes you are delusional
and unintelligent. If you feel troubled,
threatened, or frightened by the details
of anyone elses sexual desires, the
appropriate combination of counseling
and medication may help in resolving
your problem.

Article VII: Time spent watch-
ing television represents a net loss of
information. People would receive
more information in an hour sitting
quietly by a creek than from their daily
several hours of television. A person
who claims to be deeply religious, but
whose political opinions are conspicu-
ously lacking in compassion is usually
someone who has been electronically
diseducated by an unbalanced excess
of the shallow, fragmented, sensori-
ally impoverished swill of commercial
television.

Article VIII: The programmatic
destruction of wilderness and wild
lands is not merely a matter of the care-
lessness of corporate greed (although
it is indeed that) it is an instrument
of oppression. It is no coincidence that
a nation which ostensibly values per-
sonal freedom above all other social
and political concerns came into being
amidst a great wilderness. The wild
hunter-gatherer life that is humanitys
most ancient heritage is the origin of
the living possibility of personal free-
dom. When the last of our wild land
is either gone or its wildness is so irre-

may be, will

When the last of our wild
land is either gone or its
wildness is so irremediably
compromised as o be non-
functional, we will have lost
the hunter-gatherer option

of our primal nature. If that
dark day comes, our society,
no matter how affluent it

become g
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mediably compromised as to be non-
functional, we will have lost the hunter-
gatherer option of our primal nature

If that dark day comes, our society,
no matter how affluent it may be, will
become a prison. Our dwellings will
cease to be places of comforting shelter
and become cages. Our food will cease
to be a vehicle of celebration and exist
as mere fuel. Our leaders, who speak
with righteous fervor about spreading
freedom abroad, are digging up free-
doms foundation here at home and sell-
ing it to multinational corporations at
bargain basement prices. They will not
set aside a reasonable portion of our
nations wildness for our spiritual and
psychological sustenance for the very
simple reason that they do not want to.
It is not in their best interest to nurture
wildness in the hearts of their constitu-
ents. They would rather rule a nation
of sheep than a nation of coyotes its
easier and much more profitable.

Article IX: The Bill of Rights is dis-
solving because our political processes
are dominated by an elite class of hacks
and hustlers who do not need it. Our
variously corrupt and devious political
leaders are supported by a class of peas-
ants so utterly reduced to mindless sub-
servience by a relentless flood of con-
sumerist propaganda cleverly disguised
as light entertainment and demoralized
by unrequited
desires that
they eagerly
vote against
their own best
interests. They
proudly send
their young
away to die vio-
lently in third
world shit holes
to defend the
economic inter-
est of the cor-
porations who
bury their lives
in drudgery and
poison their
land.

Article X: Caring for the sick,
wounded, elderly, and very young and
feeding the hungry are fundamental,
collective responsibilities of a civilized
society. Failure to address those respon-
sibilities is worse than mere neglect,
oversight or incompetence; it is savage-
ry. Our leaders have chosen not to meet
these responsibilities because they dont
want to. The tragic powerlessness of the
victims provides a valuable contribu-
tion to the aura of apathy and defeatism
necessary to maintain the desired level
of subservience in the general popula-
tion. Those same victims also serve as
convenient scapegoats for middle-class
dissatisfactions, especially as the middle
class is eroded by the increasingly bra-
zen depredations of the corporate rul-
ing class.

Article XI: Corporate agribusiness
is a cancerous growth on the soul of
agriculture. That it produces cancer
from the soil of America should be sur-
prising only in its poetic horror. As an
outgrowth of corporate industrys des-
perate clinging to the nitrate munitions
profits of world war, its current entan-
glement in Americas lust for foreign
oil is not surprising. Those who preach
and bray so loudly about the sanctity
of life should consider the monstrously
arrogant sacrilege of patenting a geneti-
cally modified life form and punishing
farmers for saving their seeds. The ter-
rible irony of getting fat while growing
steadily poorer is a very dark and cyni-
cal joke indeed. Traces of sick laughter
in the background are visible in the evil,
sleazy grins of our politicians.

Article XII: The corporate meat
industry is a moral blight on humanity.
The Killing of creatures living within
the natural expression of their evolu-
tionary heritage for food is natural and,
when done with reverence and com-
passion, can be as clean an expression
of primal divinity as planting a seed,
making love, or giving birth. \egetari-
anism only avoids the blood that can
be removed from the hands with soap
and water. The real moral issue in eat-
ing meat isnt killing for food itis
forcing ones fellow creatures to live in
squalor and misery for profit. Calcu-
lated depravity cannot be excused by
efficiency or convenience.

Article XIII: The venality of our
leaders does not excuse the exchange of
our complicity for high fructose corn
syrup and motorized toys. Our failure
to see our glittery simulation of afflu-
ence as a terrible impoverishment is the
fuel that feeds the current epidemic of
political dysfunction. You dont have
to let your body swell into a swinish
reflection of a politicians soul. You can
feel the land beneath your feet. You can
watch the creeks flow. You can eat fresh,
flavorful tomatoes with sensuous aban-
don in August and September. You can
eat venison with sharp, poignant appre-
ciation in January. You can love the soil,
the sunrise, the wind, the snow, the
laughter of children and the musings
of the old when they are untroubled by
pain and fear. Carry those in your heart
when you make love. Carry them in
your heart when you make art. Carry
them when you vote.

ris-

Reg Darling is a retired bureaucrat liv-
ing in Warren, PA with his wife, Terry,
and two Siamese cats. He is the author
of Coyote Soul, Raven Heart: Medita-
tions of a Hunter-Wanderer. His new
book, Hartwell Road, will be available
this winter.




