
Arctic Melt Unnerves the Experts 

Battles Over Giant Power Lines Being Fought in  
Multi -State Corridor, excerpts 

The New York Times by Andrew C. 
Revkin, October 2, 2007, excerpt 
 The Arctic ice cap shrank so much 
this summer that waves briefly lapped 
along two long-imagined Arctic shipping 
routes, the Northwest Passage over Can-
ada and the Northern Sea Route over 
Russia. 
 Over all, the floating ice dwindled to 
an extent unparalleled in a century or 
more, by several estimates. 
 Now the six-month dark season has 
returned to the North Pole. In the deep-
ening chill, new ice is already spreading 
over vast stretches of the Arctic Ocean. 
�$�V�W�R�Q�L�V�K�H�G�� �E�\�� �W�K�H�� �V�X�P�P�H�U�¶�V�� �F�K�D�Q�J�H�V����
scientists are studying the forces that 
exposed one million square miles of 
open water�² six Californias�² beyond 
the average since satellites started meas-
urements in 1979. 
 At a recent gathering of sea-ice ex-
perts at the University of Alaska in Fair-
banks, Hajo Eicken, a geophysicist, sum-
�P�D�U�L�]�H�G�� �L�W�� �W�K�L�V�� �Z�D�\���� �³�2�X�U�� �V�W�R�F�N�� �L�Q�� �W�U�D�G�H��
�V�H�H�P�V���W�R���E�H���J�R�L�Q�J���D�Z�D�\���´ 
 Scientists are also unnerved by the  

�V�X�P�P�H�U�¶�V�� �L�P�S�O�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� �I�R�U�� �W�K�H�� �I�X�W�X�U�H����
and their (in) ability to predict it.  
 Complicating the picture, the striking 
change was as much a result of ice mov-
ing as melting, many say. A new study, 
�O�H�G�� �E�\�� �6�R�Q�� �1�J�K�L�H�P�� �D�W�� �1�$�6�$�¶�V�� �-�H�W�� �3�U�R��
pulsion Laboratory and appearing this 
week in Geophysical Research Letters, 
used satellites and buoys to show that 
winds since 2000 had pushed huge 
amounts of thick old ice out of the Arctic 
basin past Greenland...The pace of 
change has far exceeded what had been 
estimated by almost all the simulations 
used to envision how the Arctic will re-
spond to rising concentrations of green-
house gases linked to global warming.  
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of the Energy Policy Act of 2005 to the 
state's public parks and forests, conserva-
tion areas, historic sites, designated scenic 
rivers, and, most notably, the private prop-
erty rights of Pennsylvania families.  
 Section 1221 authorizes the U.S. 
Department of Energy to designate Na-
tional Interest Electric Transmission Corri-
dors (NIETC) in which electric utilities 
and distribution  (continued on next page)
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Security, Landscape Face  
Threats From Lines 

by Ben Moyer 
 HARRISBURG, Pennsylvania 
(Patriot-News July 1, 2007)--Judging by the 
still local nature of the opposition, centered 
in southwestern Pennsylvania, it is unlikely 
that most Pennsylvanians are aware of the  
grave current threat posed by Section 1221 


