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Topping Trees
Unnecessary

and Harmful
by George Hurd

The cost of tregopping is greate
than you think. Trees provide so much
our communities, our homes and ¢

lives. Healthy trees provide shade,
duce energy costs, prevent soil eros

filter pollutants from the air and wate

beautify our landscapes and incre
property values.

Some become concerned when tr
grow large and worry that branches v

fall down, causing property damage

harm. They feel trees must be shorten
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ity, tree topping hurts trees, shorte
their lives and creates dangerous trees

Tree topping is the removal of lar
amounts of leaves and branches fro
WUHHIV FURZQ ,Q VR
leaves and branches are removed, |
ing large stubs where branches were ¢

If you want to top a tree to make
VPDOOHU GRQYW ,W
tree is topped, it grows back rapidly
an attempt to replace its missing leave

Leaves are needed to make food
WKH WUHH B5HSHDWHG
food source literally starves the tree o
time. When it is topped, it must u
stored food (reserves) to grow back
leaves and branches.

, I \RX GRQIW ZDQW
move it and replant with a type of tr
WKDW GRHVQTW JURZ
trees from growing tall by topping.
you do succeed, you have killed them.

Topped trees are ugly. They |
their natural, majestic look once they
topped. The natural form and appear

that took years to grow can be destroyed

forever in a few hours.

Topped trees become hazard
According to Dr. Alex Shigo, scienti
and author of books on the care of tr
topping is the most serious injury y
can inflict upon a tree.

Topping creates unsafe trees in th
ways:

It opens the tree up to an invasion

rotting organisms. A tree can defe

itself from rot when proper cuts

made in rela (continued on page 12
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warming scientist, enjoys the reception and beok
signing event on Earth Day, April 22, before his
speech at the 2nd Annual Climate Super Rally in
Washington, D.C.+DQVHQ LV WKH 'LUHF
Goddard Institute for Space Studies in New York City.
He has been warning Congress about the dangers o
climate change for 20 yeardim Wallace, President of
Sojourners (center), and Mike Tidwell (right), founder
of Chesapeake Climate Action Network (CCAN) and
main inspiration for lona to get involved in climate
change, are also shown. A wonderful supporter of
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the reception. The event was sponsored by CCAN an
the U.S. Climate Emergency Council, a group founded

by Ted Glick. About 300 people attended the rally.
or

= James Hansen Says CO ; Emissions Must
o Stabilize at"850 ppm 3 :H-UH 1RZ DW
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dae for Space Studies in New York CtyW KHUH LV SHQRXJK ZDWRdIQJ LQ WKH V\VWHP

tald the audience at the 2nd Annual CIWR ORVH DOO VHD LFH ~ Hansen went on to explain that the
fpate Super Rally in Washington, D.C. The best measurements of £dor increased amount of water vapor from
ERtHReQuPVd B rnudangey | 9f pagsimie world to achieve would be 325 to 330e evaporation/melting of the ice cause:
fipping points, those levels of ecosystegarts per million (ppm) but humans haveore water vapor (a greenhouse gas fif
ginbalance where unchecked conggready exceeded that. Current levels &df) and that causes heavier rains, large
forences will happen even without odfound 387ppm, the highest level f{pods in tropical regions and increasec
COptPIR Y @TNbRIPNS tev INGI4RFEP00,000 years according to a study @fying in other areas.

\&rbon dioxide (C@) levels. Antarctic ice released May 14th by the Coal is the worst offender. Hansen
se An example he cited of a critical tiptniversity of Berne. believes that citizen activism should be
@mg point is Arctic ice melt. In 1978 $W WRGD\JV OHYHO dvectad mwandna rapgategiympay coal
there were still eight square kilometers ofher significant ice mass in Greenlarified power (continued on page 9)

ide 40 thdJehd ofvthe BelsonUddt by 20@ached the point at which melting ex-
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FETReCIntportancesof a Global Conscience

by Arikia Millikan

Se
re Our consumption and

ncepoIIutlon do not exist
in a vacuum

duced the least emissions, and contriheir relatively bulging wallets.

uted the least overall to our impending But smaller and lesmdustrialized
climate crisis, would be the ones whmuntries that have contributed little to
would face the worst consequences atha building emissions in our atmosphere
us. result of warming weather and evergre feeling the heat literally.

t The experts said this is how it woulthing that comes with it. Scientific data gathered by numerous
kappen. And that's just what's happeningstitutions and backed by the Intergov-
u At a global climate change summit #&mericans, who are responsible for coearnmental Panel on Climate Change ha
the University of Michigan last summesuming 25 percent of the world's energuggested that warmer water tempera
tbe scientists had reached consensus #rat producing 22 percent of the worldsres, which occur as a result of the
the unnatural rates of climate change thedste (although its inhabitants onlyreenhouse effect, likely create a coziel
affe the product of pollution and carbanake up 5 percent of the world's populanvironment for brewing storms.
reanissions would affect us all. tion), are only feeling slight discomfort Cyclone Nargis in Burma, a South-
re But they also predicted that the pem the form of an altered daily routineast Asian country slightly smaller than
ple who consumed the least energy, pfbke carpooling to work) or a dent ifexas with (continued on Page 3)



