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The cost of tree-topping is greater 
than you think. Trees provide so much to 
our communities, our homes and our 
lives. Healthy trees provide shade, re-
duce energy costs, prevent soil erosion, 
filter pollutants from the air and water, 
beautify our landscapes and increase 
property values. 

Some become concerned when trees 
grow large and worry that branches will 
fall down, causing property damage or 
harm. They feel trees must be shortened, 
�R�U���³�W�R�S�S�H�G�´���W�R���P�D�N�H���W�K�H�P���V�D�I�H�U�����,�Q���U�H�D�O��
ity, tree topping hurts trees, shortens 
their lives and creates dangerous trees. 

Tree topping is the removal of large 
amounts of leaves and branches from a 
�W�U�H�H�¶�V�� �F�U�R�Z�Q���� �,�Q�� �V�R�P�H�� �F�D�V�H�V���� �D�O�O�� �R�I�� �W�K�H��
leaves and branches are removed, leav-
ing large stubs where branches were cut. 

If you want to top a tree to make it 
�V�P�D�O�O�H�U���� �G�R�Q�¶�W���� �,�W�� �G�R�H�V�Q�¶�W�� �Z�R�U�N���� �$�I�W�H�U�� �D��
tree is topped, it grows back rapidly in 
an attempt to replace its missing leaves. 

Leaves are needed to make food for 
�W�K�H�� �W�U�H�H���� �5�H�S�H�D�W�H�G�� �U�H�P�R�Y�D�O�� �R�I�� �D�� �W�U�H�H�¶�V��
food source literally starves the tree over 
time. When it is topped, it must use 
stored food (reserves) to grow back new 
leaves and branches. 

�,�I�� �\�R�X�� �G�R�Q�¶�W�� �Z�D�Q�W�� �D�� �O�D�U�J�H�� �W�U�H�H���� �U�H��
move it and replant with a type of tree 
�W�K�D�W���G�R�H�V�Q�¶�W���J�U�R�Z���W�R�R���W�D�O�O�����<�R�X���F�D�Q�¶�W���V�W�R�S��
trees from growing tall by topping. If 
you do succeed, you have killed them. 

Topped trees are ugly. They lose 
their natural, majestic look once they are 
topped. The natural form and appearance 
that took years to grow can be destroyed 
forever in a few hours. 

Topped trees become hazardous. 
According to Dr. Alex Shigo, scientist 
and author of books on the care of trees, 
topping is the most serious injury you 
can inflict upon a tree.  

Topping creates unsafe trees in three 
ways: 

It opens the tree up to an invasion of 
rotting organisms. A tree can defend 
itself from rot when proper cuts are 
made in rela-  (continued on page 12) 

 The Impor tance of a Global Conscience  
by  Ar i k i a  M i l l i ka n    

The experts said this is how it would 
happen. 

At a global climate change summit at 
the University of Michigan last summer, 
the scientists had reached consensus that 
the unnatural rates of climate change that 
are the product of pollution and carbon 
emissions would affect us all. 

But they also predicted that the peo-
ple who consumed the least energy, pro-

duced the least emissions, and contrib-
uted the least overall to our impending 
climate crisis, would be the ones who 
would face the worst consequences as a 
result of warming weather and every-
thing that comes with it. 

And that's just what's happening. 
Americans, who are responsible for con-
suming 25 percent of the world's energy 
and producing 22 percent of the world's 
waste (although its inhabitants only 
make up 5 percent of the world's popula-
tion), are only feeling slight discomfort 
in the form of an altered daily routine 
(like carpooling to work) or a dent in 

their relatively bulging wallets.  
But smaller and less-industrialized 

countries that have contributed little to 
the building emissions in our atmosphere 
are feeling the heat �²  literally. 

Scientific data gathered by numerous 
institutions and backed by the Intergov-
ernmental Panel on Climate Change has 
suggested that warmer water tempera-
tures, which occur as a result of the 
greenhouse effect, likely create a cozier 
environment for brewing storms. 

Cyclone Nargis in Burma, a South-
east Asian   country slightly smaller than 
Texas with          (continued on Page 3)   

Topping Trees 
Unnecessary 
and Harmful 

by George Hurd 

James Hansen Says CO 2 Emissions Must  
Stabilize at 350 ppm �³  �:�H�·�U�H���1�R�Z���D�W�������� 

by Iona 

On Earth Day (April 22), James Han-
�V�H�Q���� �'�L�U�H�F�W�R�U�� �R�I�� �1�$�6�$�¶�V�� �*�R�G�G�D�U�G�� �,�Q�V�W�L��
tute for Space Studies in New York City, 
told the audience at the 2nd Annual Cli-
mate Super Rally in Washington, D.C. 
that the world is in danger of passing 
tipping points, those levels of ecosystem 
unbalance where unchecked conse-
quences will happen even without our 
continuing contributions to increased 
carbon dioxide (CO2) levels.  

An example he cited of a critical tip-
ping point is Arctic ice melt. In 1978 
there were still eight square kilometers of 
ice at the end of the season, but by 2007 

�W�K�H�U�H�� �Z�H�U�H���R�Q�O�\���I�R�X�U�����7�K�H���V�\�V�W�H�P���L�V�� �³�R�X�W��
�R�I�� �H�Q�H�U�J�\�� �E�D�O�D�Q�F�H�´�� �K�H�� �V�D�L�G���� �D�G�G�L�Q�J�� �W�K�D�W��
�W�K�H�U�H�� �L�V�� �³�H�Q�R�X�J�K�� �Z�D�U�P�L�Q�J�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �V�\�V�W�H�P��
�W�R���O�R�V�H���D�O�O���V�H�D���L�F�H���´ 

The best measurements of CO2  for 
the world to achieve would be 325 to 350 
parts per million (ppm) but humans have 
already exceeded that. Current levels are 
around 387ppm, the highest level in 
800,000 years according to a study of 
Antarctic ice released May 14th by the 
University of Berne.  

�$�W�� �W�R�G�D�\�¶�V�� �O�H�Y�H�O���� �W�K�H�� �P�H�O�W�L�Q�J�� �R�I�� �D�Q��
other significant ice mass in Greenland 
reached the point at which melting ex-

�F�H�H�G�H�G���Z�L�Q�W�H�U���P�D�V�V���J�D�L�Q�����<�H�W���³�*�U�H�H�Q�O�D�Q�G��
�Z�D�V�� �L�Q�� �P�D�V�V�� �E�D�O�D�Q�F�H�� ������ �\�H�D�U�V�� �D�J�R���´�� �K�H��
said. 

Hansen went on to explain that the 
increased amount of water vapor from 
the evaporation/melting of the ice causes 
more water vapor (a greenhouse gas it-
self) and that causes heavier rains, larger 
floods in tropical regions and increased 
drying in other areas. 

Coal is the worst offender. Hansen 
believes that citizen activism should be 
directed toward a moratorium on coal-
fired power   (continued on page 9) 

�'�U���� �-�D�P�H�V�� �+�D�Q�V�H�Q�� ���O�H�I�W������ �Z�R�U�O�G�¶�V�� �O�H�D�G�L�Q�J�� �J�O�R�E�D�O��
warming scientist, enjoys the reception and book-
signing event on Earth Day, April 22, before his  
speech at the 2nd Annual Climate Super Rally in 
Washington, D.C. �+�D�Q�V�H�Q�� �L�V�� �W�K�H�� �'�L�U�H�F�W�R�U�� �R�I�� �1�$�6�$�¶�V��
Goddard Institute for Space Studies in New York City. 
He has been warning Congress about the dangers of 
climate change for 20 years. Jim Wallace, President of 
Sojourners (center), and Mike Tidwell (right), founder 
of Chesapeake Climate Action Network (CCAN) and 
main inspiration for Iona to get involved in climate 
change, are also shown. A wonderful supporter of 
�³�7�K�H���2�U�G�H�U���R�I���W�K�H���(�D�U�W�K���´���0�D�U�Q�H�\���%�U�X�F�H�����Z�D�V���D�O�V�R���D�W��
the reception. The event was sponsored by  CCAN and 
the U.S. Climate Emergency Council, a group founded 
by Ted Glick. About 300 people attended the rally. 

Our consumption and  
pollution do not exist  

in a vacuum 


