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Organic Produce Bags
Fruit Bag (right)
stretches to hold about 
five pounds of fruit or 
other items. $2.75 plus 
shipping. Medium size. 

Organic “Tomato” Bag (left) 
holds one pint cherry toma-
toes or other goodies like 
snacks for lunch. $2.00 each 
plus shipping.  Small size.

Brought to you by LaLainya. Hand-made in Frederick, 
Maryland by No Frills Fancy worker-owned sewing coop-
erative. All bags made from recycled scrap fabrics, there-
by eliminating landfill or incinerator waste. For other 
products like clothespin bags and napkins, go to www.
nofrillsfancy.com or call Jeannette at 301-682-7877.

Kelly Habicht (high school sophomore) rock climbing in West Virginia where her 
Venturing Crew group climbed to the top of  a mountain and then rappelled down. 
This is an area where the mountains have not been blown apart to get cheap, dirty 
coal. Photo by Paul Kazyak

Here’s Kelly . . .
Author of Our 

Front-Page 
Article About 
Mountaintop 

Removal
(Pooled from several of 

Kelly’s emails as we were 
working on her story.)

I’m so excited that [my 
story] is going on the 
front page! I was asked to 
write the article as soon as 
I entered the door of the 
meeting. It was a bit of a 
shocker but I’m so happy I 
did it. It has been an expe-
rience of its own. 

I am a sophomore at 
Westminster High School. 
I found the Venture Crew 
when I went to the Mary-
land State Fair. I was sur-
prised to find out that they 
only meet five minutes 
away from my house.

I’m so happy that I am in 
Crew. The meetings as well 
as the trips are amazing! 
The West Virginia trip was 
one of many trips that the 

Crew has done. It was one 
of my first as a member. 
Rock climbing is now one 
of my hobbies. 

Venture Crew is a co-
ed, high-adventure, boy 
scouts in which teenag-
ers run meetings to plan 
future trips to go on, as 
well as planning to  get 
guest speakers in to teach 
us. We mostly get to learn 
about environmental issues 
from them (mountaintop 
removal was one). 

The trips are a blast! We 
go on a big trip every year 
like a 100-mile canoe trip 
or a 40-mile back-packing 
trip to the Grand Tetons. 
Next year we are going to 
the Florida Keys to go Scu-
ba diving. 

I love it because I’ve cre-
ated many friendships and 
get to travel all the time. 
Learning new things and 
having the responsibility 
of running the meetings 
is really great. I love IT! I 
have had a plethora of fan-
tastic experiences in Crew. 

I really didn’t know 
much about mountain-
top removal until we had 
the guest speaker come 
in. Eric Kazyak, the Crew 

president, organized the 
meeting. I found out about 
mountaintop removal after 
the rock climbing trip but 
the trip made me really 
interested in the topic 
because I would be losing 
my hobby (rock climbing 
in the mountains). 

I really only want 10 to 
20 copies [of the newspa-
per] for my friends and 
family. They can’t wait till 
it comes out. They are very 
proud. I feel so privileged! 
It just keeps getting better 
and better! I can’t wait to 
see it. :) 

Well now that I’m in an 
article, I can inspire people 
I don’t even know

(Iona wrote back)  
Yes, we can inspire those 

we know and those we will 
never meet if our words 
and art and photos and 
work reach them somehow. 
And “somehow” is our job 
— to figure out how to 
reach them, how to touch 
their hearts.

(Kelly replied)
The inspiring is more of 

the easy (part) for me, it’s 
just the “somehow” that is 
tricky. It’s a good thing I’m 
working with you. :) 

Introducing Kelly Habicht

(Continued from page 1)
Then came the feature presentation for 

the evening. The speaker, J.W Randolph, 
described how he is working to educate 
people about what mountaintop removal 
is really all about. He described a process 
in which coal is extracted from moun-
tains by blowing off the tops of mountains 
to access deep coal seams. As the process 
unfolds, the overburden is disposed of by 
filling in neighboring stream valleys with 
it. As of 2000, an estimated 1.2 million 
acres of land had been forever changed in 
this way and a number of people have lost 
their lives from flooding directly caused 
by mining operations. 

In addition, drinking water supplies 
and streams have been ruined in many 
locations and the mined areas have high 
rates of poverty. Further, the dust and 
debris travel through the air and land 
in the Great Lakes, the Chesapeake Bay, 
The Gulf Of Mexico and everywhere in 
between. It affects everyone whether they 
realize it or not. 

Mr. Randolph then presented a map 
showing that coal-fired power plants in 
Maryland (my home) are using moun-
taintop removal coal from two sites in 
West Virginia. Mr. Randolph also cited 
information from the U.S. Geological 
Survey and others that show that coal 
production has peaked and will only last 
a few more decades. Sadly, the damage 
and continuing economic loss created by 
mountaintop removal coal mining is ba-
sically permanent. 

One problem that landowners faced 
when they tried to fight mountaintop 
removal projects was that mineral rights 
dominate over other rights. Another is-
sue has been the threat of reprisal. J.W 
said that, “It’s a lawless war zone in these 
sites.” Basically, this problem needs the 
attention of the rest of the nation. 

In conclusion, J.W Randolph asked 
the audience to step up and communicate 
with elected officials such as Senators Mi-
kulski and Cardin on this issue.  He also 
urged the audience to support the new 
version of the Clean Water Protection 
Act (HR 2169) and stop this destruction 
of lives.

After the meeting. Audrey Adams 

(wife of a teacher) said that what she en-
joyed most was that people actually got to 
see what was going on in other states. It 
was very informative to her. She said that, 
“The tie to water is a key factor in get-
ting people involved. No one can survive 
without water and people will most likely 
react to that issue first.”

Martin Chamelin. a former resident of 
West Virginia and a dairy farmer added: 
“Destroying land for twenty years of coal 
doesn’t make sense. The coal will run out 
and there will be nothing else to survive 
on.” 

We as a nation need to focus on figur-
ing out a better, more sustainable way to 
live than creating lifeless areas from what 
was one of the most productive and bio-
logically diverse places on the planet.

Blowing Up Mountains

The Bush administration made it eas-
ier for coal companies to dump toxic 
waste from mountaintop removal di-
rectly into waterways. More than 1,200 
miles of  streams in Appalachia have 
been buried and polluted by waste 
from these sites. A bill in Congress 
called the "Clean Water Protection 
Act" would stop this. Please visit www.
iLoveMountains.org  and write to your 
Congressperson to tell her/him what 
you think. Photo by J. W. Randolph

GoGreenGals.com invites 
you to embrace your purchas-
ing power through new ways 
of  living, shopping and giv-
ing. The Green Movement 
has evolved into a positive 
and powerful economic force 
and, while it is about protect-
ing the planet, it’s also about 
us!

Our goal is to help you find 
anything you desire with ease 
and efficiency while assuring 
you that each purchase made 
through the Go Green Gals 
Directory is from a business 
that has been screened accord-
ing to our guidelines of  social-
ly responsible and ecological-
ly sound business practices. 


