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Something Marvelous

Is Going On Here!
by Rutherford Platt
A Pocket Guide to Treekd52

Take any tree. Hang a sign on| if
announcing Something marvelous is
going on here!" Everybody who ha
the least sense of wonder will stop |t§
find out what is going on. her husband

Such a sign does not hang on evely Roger had in-
tree 2 addressed to all the senses| ¢f stalled last sum-
sight, hearing, smell, taste, and touch. mer on their

Loretta Thomas
of Jackson, New
Jersey  (right),
stands in front
of the controls
for the photo-
voltaic  solar
system she and

Sometimes it is spectacular, a home, shown at
appears and disappears like a big eleg- left. Photos by
tric sign in Times Square: the fall lona

flaming of maple; the white foam of
dogwood in the spring; cottonwood . L. . »
snow covering the ground: the roar 1 N€ OCeAN IS RiIsINg: What Are People Doing?
of trees in a storm.
Sometimes the sign thaty lona Thomas, who put up solar panels on his home to me
"something marvelous is going on" has | spent many wonderful years living at the Jerseglean energy to provide heat and run his lights and apj
peculiar delight: the fragrance of bal6 KRUH /DVW )DWKHUYfV 'D\ , ZDV ¥hced WLQJ P\ IDPLO\ DQG KDG
sam: the taste and crackle of a cokbme free time so | decided to go for a swim in my be- Since the panels were installed this summer, the Tt
apple; the swirling patterns and richoved ocean. Every cell of my body reacted to the fact th&DV{V HOHFWULF ELOOV UDQJHG
colors in the wood of fine furniture. | there was much less beach there than when | had my tasig?2 lights, heat, electric stove, two refrigerators, a
Again, trees have an eyatching| swim five or ten years ago. For four years now | have beeanditioning, a dryer, hot water heater and all small apg
feature that lures people from afar: theorking exclusively on global warming, but my wholeances. Next summer, when the panels produce more e
bigness of sequoia; the knees of balkbdy FELT its effects that day. The tragic realization dficity than is actually used by the couple, they will ge
cypress; the bizarreness of Joshua tre XU IXWXUH ZDV HYLGHQW WKHU Hnan€y®atk KdtnQheir gdwed @fMhpanpbethEethBy @
Such signs absorb all of one's wgnW KH ,3&& UHSRUW RU EH RQ $0 *Rid hdkihgWxttddRectidity WKRR BepboknilNbuy
der. On my way home, through the back roads of Jackson, The cost of the photovoltaic solar panels was $81,0
~On the other handgvery treehas New Jersey, | pulled over abruptly when | saw a sign ag; QG WKH 7KRPDVIV WRRN RXW D
I|ttIe_|nt|mat_e signs that pc_)lnt the wayvertising a solar energy project. The photovoltaic panel%t nearly half of that money back from the state of Ne
to discoveries of the spirit, of art, oon the roof were beautiful. Loretta Thomas and her hus- i )
mechanics, of astonishment at naturbnd, Roger, are taking the issue of climate change sefi'SeY after an mspector comes to the house to verify 1
miracles, and of reassurance about ifR XVO\ 7KH 7KRPDV{V ZHUH LQV dhepanels are werkinggantinygd gn pagey6,. g
itself in a violent world.

When you consider the radical lines IN Greenland’ lce and InStablllty

drawn by leaf edges, the various ways . )
that bud scales are fitted together, the by Andrew C. Revkin, excerpt froifhe New York Timeknuary 8, 2008

taste and touch of twigs, the processes The ancient frozen dome cloakirgpreading ever higher on the ice cdms, the lead scientist at the Nationa
of bark, you realize how each fragmengreenland is so vast that pilots hafée melting surface darkens, abso®row and Ice Data Center in Boulder,
of a tree has its own perfection. Somerashed into what they thought wasiray up to four times as much energg ROR U D G R «
how all these wondrous parts are péloud bank spanning the horizon. Flfrom the sun as unmelted snow, which 37KLQJV DUH GHILQL
together to create the curious livinghg over it, you can scarcely imagimeflects sunlight. Natural drainpipeserious than anyone would have
mechanism we call a tree. that this ice could erode fast enoughdalled moulins carry water from thaV KRXJKW ILYH \HDUV C
It appears from a tiny capsule morglangerously raise sea levels any tileX UIDFH LQWR WKH GRighwY,Ka/ dongtnhe StubBriE H¥F/ e
or less the size of a drop of water.| Koon. slightly, but measureably, lubricate¥ KHHWYV DW ERWK SRC
grows with mathematical rhythm, put-  Along the flanks in spring an@nd accelerates the grinding passagéodpulsion Laboratory.
ting out myriads of contact points withsummer, however, the picture is veyFH WRZDUG WKH VHD« [Ed.: | suggest you read the whole
the gases of the atmosphere and minefifferent. For a lengthening string of All of these changes have margticle on the Web. The graphics are
als of the Earth. It erects antennae {garm years, a lacework of blue lakesODFLRORJLVWYV 3D OseNgatibbal ARHd8ed pPaxe/3 arkidd
catch the powefContinued on page 10)and rivultets of meltwater have beetays? shelt VKRFNHG °~ VD L [ated hiGrmtafidd Rom the IPCC.]



