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Organic Farming Slows Climate Change  

     For 23 years The Rodale 
Institute in Kutztown Penn-
sylvania has been conduct-
ing an experiment which is 
gradually yielding some 
dramatic conclusions about 
how organic farming tech-

niques, if widely adopted, 
may alter what is happening 
to our planet. On 12 acres, 
The Rodale Farming Insti-
tute Systems Trial® or FST, 
has been comparing three 
agricultural management 
systems side-by-side: one 
conventional, one legume-
based organic, and one ma-
nure-based-organic. In 23 
years the two organic sys-
tems show an increase of 
soil carbon of 15-28%, the 

conventional system showed 
no increase. 

When carbon is taken out 
of the atmosphere and stored 
for long periods of time it is 
called sequestration and it 
was one of the goals of the 
Kyoto Protocol to increase 
sequestration as well as cut 
down on carbon emissions. 
While such sequestration 
will not solve the problem of 
global warming, it can help 
buy us precious time to 

overcome the technical and 
political barriers to rapid 
reduction in carbon emis-
sions. But how significant 
could this effect be? 

According to Paul Hep-
perly, the Research Manager 
at Rodale, organic farming  
techniques they have tested 
can sequester about 1,000  
pounds of carbon per acre 
equivalent to about 3,670 
pounds of carbon dioxide 
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ClearWater Conservancy Receives Award  

STATE COLLEGE, Pennsylvania �²  
ClearWater Conservancy, a Centre 
County-based nonprofit land trust and 
natural resource conservation organi-
zation, was the first recipient of the 
Quality of Life award from the Cham-
ber of Business and Industry of Centre 
County Thursday evening. 

ClearWater Conservancy was 
formed in 1980 with the mission of 
promoting conservation and restoring 
natural resources in central Pennsyl-
vania through land conservation, water 
resources protection and environ-
mental outreach to the community. 

With the completion of three new 
conservation easements in 2007 (Eagle 
Field, Kettle Run Farm, and the Fisher 
Farm), this local land trust has nearly 
doubled the amount of land that it pro-
tects with conservation easements, 
now 1,170 acres. Altogether, ClearWa-

ter has protected over 4,000 acres 
through easements, ownership, and 
purchase  and transfer to state agen-
cies. 

To help pick up the pace of natural 
resource conservation in the places 
that matter most, donors can support 
the ongoing implementation of the 
Nittany Valley Conservation Action 
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Campaign for Conservation.  

For more information contact Jen-
nifer Shuey, Exec. Dir., at 814-237-
0400 or clearwaterconservancy.org. 

Shown here (left to right) at Musser Gap, a 
423-acre Centre County property protected in 
2007 by ClearWater and incorporated into 
Rothrock State Forest: Jean Aron (Board of 
Directors and author of The Short Hiker), 
Katie Ombalski (ClearWater Conservation 
Biologist and Musser Gap project manager), 
Ford Stryker (Board of Directors), Dan Crust 
(immediate past president, Board of Direc-
tors), Walt Ebaugh (past president and retired 
hydrogeologist), Jeff Sturniolo (President, 
Board of Directors), Barbara Fisher (a found-
ing member, served all 27 years as Director), 
and Jennifer Shuey (ClearWater Executive 
Director).  
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